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Hazard Mitigation Plan Point of Contact 
Primary Point of Contact Alternate Point of Contact 

Name: Scott Chatwin 
Title: Emergency Manager  
Department: Administration 
Address: 12830 South Redwood Road, 
Riverton Utah 84065 
Office Phone: 801-208-3119 
Cell Phone: 801-860-9259 
Email Address: schatwin@rivertonutah.gov 
Website: https://www.rivertonutah.gov/ 

Name: Trace Robinson 
Title: Public Works Director 
Department: Public Works  
Address:12525 South 4150 West, Riverton 
Utah 84096 
Office Phone:801-208-3137 
Cell Phone: 
Email Address: trobinson@rivertonutah.gov 
Website: https://www.rivertonutah.gov/ 

 

Jurisdiction Profile 

The following is a summary of key information about the jurisdiction and its history: 

• Date of Incorporation: July 3, 1967 
• Current Population: 44,419 (V2018 estimate) 
• Population Growth: The population grew an estimated 14.4% from the April 2010 

Census to July 2018 estimates from 38,753 to 44,419 (Census). 

2018 
Population 

2010 Population 
Estimate 

Estimated % 
Change 2010-

2014 

2018 # of Housing 
Units 

2014 Estimated # 
of Housing Units 

Estimated % 
change 2010-

2014 

44,419 38,754 4.36% 11,212 11,089 2.63% 
 

• Location and Description: The city has a total area of 12.6 square miles (32.6 km²). 
Riverton shares city borders with South Jordan to the north, Draper to the east, Bluffdale 
to the south, and Herriman to the west. The city is located in the southwestern corner of 
the Salt Lake Valley (Census). 

• Brief History: The first people that lived in the area that is now Riverton settled in the 
1850s. They lived in crude, widely scattered, dugout homes along the river bottoms. 
Archibald Gardner was the largest landowner, and he might have been the first to live on 
Riverton land, though early accounts disagree. Because of this, the land along the Jordan 
River and the surrounding area was called Gardnerville. Due to the lack of irrigation water, 
initial growth was slow. However, the town began to grow as settlers developed a 
cooperative to build a ditch, which later resulted in a canal that opened cultivation, which 
attracted new residents. Riverton later became incorporated into a town in 1948 and a city 
of the third class on July 3, 1967. 
By 1914, Riverton began to prosper as an agricultural community, due to additional water 
and people. Riverton’s business district also thrived. In 1879, a judicial precinct was 
established, and the settlement’s name was officially changed from Gardnerville to 
Riverton by Judge Charles Smith. The first meetinghouse was constructed in 1879, which 
served as a church, a schoolhouse, and a community meeting place. A new meetinghouse 

https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/rivertoncityutah/PST045218
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/rivertoncityutah/PST045218
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/rivertoncityutah/PST045218
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was planned, and the architect selected was Richard Kletting who also designed the Utah 
State Capitol. The entire community worked to haul material, by wagons, including granite 
from Little Cottonwood Canyon. The Old Dome Church, which it became to be known, 
continued to be used by the residents until it was torn down in 1940.  
Before the turn-of-the-century, Riverton farmers gradually changed from self-sufficient to 
commercial farming. They specialized in alfalfa, wheat, sugar beets, tomatoes, poultry, 
sheep, and dairy cows. At this time, the LDS Church began to store tithed produce and 
livestock on land located at 1150 West 12400 South. This area is now known as Tithing 
Hill. In 1912, electricity first came to Riverton and in 1913 the Salt Lake and Utah Railroad 
(Orem Line) was started and went through Riverton west of Redwood Road. It stretched 
from Salt Lake to Payson and was used as a commuter and freight line. Riverton had its 
own train depot and trains used this line from 1914 to 1945 after which the rails and ties, 
along with the depot, were torn down. 
Riverton City has worked with residents to continue the traditions started many years 
before with the annual Town Days event and much more. With Riverton being located in 
the Salt Lake Valley, residents have quick access to many different types of recreational 
activities. The Wasatch Mountains, Ski Resorts and Utah Lake are just a short drive to 
satisfy our many active residents (Riverton website). 

• Climate: The annual high temperature is 67.3F and low is 43.1F with an average 
temperature of 55.2F (US Climate Data). On average, Riverton gets 16 inches of rain and 
43 inches of snow per year. While warmer than many places in Utah, Riverton gets an 
average of 133 days in which nighttime temperatures drop below freezing and correlated 
to being warmer than many places in Utah, Riverton has an average of 46 days that 
annually reach a temperature above 90F (Best Places). 

• Public Services: Riverton City provides a full range of services to its residents and 
businesses. General governmental services provided by the City include building 
inspection, construction, and maintenance of street lighting, roadways, and parks, as well 
as recreation and cultural events. The City also provides utility services for culinary water, 
secondary water, sanitation, and stormwater. Recently, in July 2019, the Police 
department was created. 

• Governing Body Format: Riverton, Utah is a city of the 3rd class as defined by Utah 
State Code, and operates as a “six-member council" form of government, which means 
there are six elected officials that make up the governing body including a mayor and five 
council members. [See: Utah Code § 10-3b-301.] City council members are elected for 
terms of four years. City council holds all authority to adopt ordinances, pass resolutions, 
adopt annual budgets, regulate zoning and land development, establish city fees, create 
long-range plans for city services and utilities, and set regulatory standards for the 
provision of other city services. The mayor serves as chair of the city council and chief 
executive officer of the city [See: Utah Code § 10-3b-302.]. On December 6, 2011, the 
Riverton City Council re-codified its municipal ordinances and reaffirmed the long-standing 
office of the City Manager. The City Manager now oversees the operational and day-to-
day responsibilities of managing the cities, its employees, and its services. The City 
Manager is a full-time position that oversees all city departments and directly reports to 
the city council and mayor (Riverton Government Website).  

• Development Trends: According to the Riverton City website, the city is one of the 
fastest-growing cities in America. Riverton has transformed from a rural farming town into 
a suburban city. Businesses, housing, and roads have replaced many of the farms and 
cattle ranges. The growth was supported by the opening of the Intermountain Riverton 
Hospital in November 2009 and more recently the Mountain View Village shopping center 
in 2018. The city anticipates continued growth and business expansion while maintaining 

https://www.rivertoncity.com/hpc/history-of-riverton-utah.php
https://www.usclimatedata.com/climate/riverton/utah/united-states/usut0404
https://www.bestplaces.net/climate/city/utah/riverton
https://www.rivertoncity.com/government/about.php
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the 30 community parks. Much like the rest of the southwestern corner of the Salt Lake 
Valley, rapid growth in the community is anticipated in the coming years. Supporting the 
idea of growth was the elimination of business licensing fees in 2018 to encourage new 
businesses to come to the city. 

 

Capability Assessment 

The city maintains a full-time staff of zero and part-time staff of one individual. The Emergency 
Management Coordinator is the city’s designated Emergency Manager. Hazard Mitigation 
Planning efforts are led by the Emergency Management Coordinator position and supported 
by the city manager position. 

The assessment of the jurisdiction’s legal and regulatory capabilities is presented in the Legal 
and Regulatory Capability Table below. The assessment of the jurisdiction’s fiscal capabilities is 
presented in the Fiscal Capability Table below. The assessment of the jurisdiction’s administrative 
and technical capabilities is presented in the Administrative and Technical Capability Table below. 
Information on the community’s National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) compliance is 
presented in the National Flood Insurance Program Compliance Table below. Classifications 
under various community mitigation programs are presented in the Community Classifications 
Table below. 

TABLE: LEGAL AND REGULATORY CAPABILITY 

 
Local 

Authority 
Exists to 
Develop 

and 
Implement/ 
Enforce? 

A 
Jurisdiction-

Specific 
Code, 

Ordinance 
and/or 

Requirement 
Currently 
Exists? 

Rely on the 
County’s 
Codes, 

Ordinances & 
Requirements 

State 
Mandated 

Comments 

Codes, Ordinances, & Requirements 
Building Code Development 
and Enforcement 

Yes Yes   
 

Zonings Ordinance(s) Yes Yes   
 

Subdivision Ordinance(s) Yes Yes   
 

Stormwater Management 
Program 

Yes Yes   
 

Floodplain Ordinance(s) Yes Yes   
 

Post Disaster Recovery 
Program and Ordinance(s) 

No -   
 

Real Estate Disclosure 
Ordinance(s) 

-    
 

Growth Management -    
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Site Plan Review 
Requirements 

Yes Yes   
 

 
General or Comprehensive 
Plan 

Yes    
 

Capital Improvement Plan Yes    
 

Economic Development 
Plan 

Yes -   
 

Disaster Planning Documents 
Comprehensive Emergency 
Management Plan/ Local 
Emergency Operations Plan 

Yes    
 

Post-Disaster Recovery 
Plan 

No     

Continuity of Operations 
Plan 

No     

Specialized Hazard Plan(s) 
(e.g., Heavy Snow/Winter 
Storm Plan, Fire 
Management Plan, Extreme 
Temperature Plan): Insert 
the name of Plan(s) in the 
comments section 

Yes    Snow 
Removal 
Plan. 

 

TABLE: FISCAL CAPABILITY 

Financial Resources Accessible or Eligible to 
Use? 

Community Development Block Grants - 
Capital Improvements Project Funding Yes 
Authority to Levy Taxes for Specific Purposes Yes 
User Fees for Water, Sewer, Gas or Electric Service Yes 
Incur Debt through General Obligation Bonds Yes 
Incur Debt through Special Tax Bonds Yes 
Incur Debt through Private Activity Bonds Yes 
Withhold Public Expenditures in Hazard-Prone Areas - 
State/Federal Sponsored Grant Programs Yes 
Development Impact Fees for Homebuyers or Developers Yes 
Other Yes 

 

TABLE: ADMINISTRATIVE AND TECHNICAL CAPABILITY 
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Staff/Personnel Resources Available? Full 
Time/Part 
Time/Other 

Department/Agency/Position 

Planners or engineers with 
knowledge of land development 
and land management practices 

Yes Full Time  

Engineers or professionals 
trained in building or 
infrastructure construction 
practices 

Yes Full Time  

Planners or engineers with an 
understanding of natural 
hazards 

Yes Full Time  

Personnel skilled or trained in 
GIS applications 

Yes Full Time  

Emergency manager Yes Part Time  
Grant writers Yes 

 
 

 

TABLE: NATIONAL FLOOD INSURANCE PROGRAM COMPLIANCE 
What department is responsible for floodplain management in your 
jurisdiction? 

Public Works 

Who is your jurisdiction’s floodplain administrator? 
(department/position) 

Tom Beesley 

Are any certified floodplain managers on staff in your jurisdiction? No 
Does your jurisdiction have any outstanding NFIP compliance 
violations that need to be addressed? If so, please state what they 
are. 

No 

Do your flood hazard maps adequately address the flood risk within 
your jurisdiction? (If no, please state why) 

Yes 

Does your floodplain management staff need any assistance or 
training to support its floodplain management program? If so, what 
type of assistance/training is needed? 

No 

Does your jurisdiction participate in the Community Rating System 
(CRS)? If so, is your jurisdiction seeking to improve its CRS 
Classification? If not, is your jurisdiction interested in joining the CRS 
program? 

No 

 

TABLE: COMMUNITY CLASSIFICATIONS  
Participating? Classification Date 

Classified 
Community Rating System (CRS) No 

  

Public Protection/ISO No 
  

NWS StormReady No 
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Jurisdiction-Specific Hazards and Risks  
NOAA Natural Hazards 2014-2019 

• The Natural Hazard Events Table lists all past occurrences of natural hazards within the 
jurisdiction. Repetitive flood loss records are as follows: 

• Number of FEMA-Identified Repetitive Loss Properties: 0 
• Number of FEMA-Identified Severe Repetitive Loss Properties: 0 
• Number of Repetitive Flood Loss/Severe Repetitive Loss Properties That Have Been 

Mitigated: 0 
• As of 6/30/2019, 17 policies were in force with total coverage of $3,808,000 and total 

written premium and FPF of $5,642 (FEMA, 2019). 
• Riverton City does participate in the National Flood Insurance Program (CID # 490104) 

and the last FIRM map for the area was issued on 09/25/09 (FEMA, 2019). 

TABLE: RECENT NATURAL HAZARD EVENTS 
(NOAA Data with additions from the jurisdiction representatives) 

Type of Event Description FEMA Disaster 
Number (if 
applicable) 

Date Preliminary 
Damage 

Assessment/ 
Event Narrative 

Hail 1 inch in 
diameter hail 

- 5/25/1996 
 

Heavy Snow 10 inches at 
Riverton 

- 11/21/1999 
 

Thunderstorm 
Wind 

Riverton 
reported a gust 
to 70 mph (61 
kts) 

- 8/21/2001 
 

Thunderstorm 
Wind 

 

Severe 
thunderstorms 
brought strong 
winds 

- 6/1/2002 
 

Flash Flood Heavy 
thunderstorm 
downpours 
produced 
localized flash 
flooding and 
caused 
$200,000 in Salt 
Lake County 

- 9/6/2002 $200,000 in 
property 
damage 

Hail nickel size hail 
(0.88 inches in 
diameter) 

- 8/10/2008 
 

https://www.fema.gov/policy-claim-statistics-flood-insurance
https://www.fema.gov/cis/UT.pdf
https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/stormevents/listevents.jsp?eventType=ALL&beginDate_mm=01&beginDate_dd=01&beginDate_yyyy=2014&endDate_mm=05&endDate_dd=31&endDate_yyyy=2019&county=SALT%2BLAKE%3A35&hailfilter=0.00&tornfilter=0&windfilter=000&sort=DT&submitbutton=Search&statefips=49%2CUTAH
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Hail penny-size hail 
(0.75 inches in 
diameter) 

- 8/4/2010 
 

High Wind 59 mph at 
Riverton 

- 3/26/2012 
 

Hail penny-size hail 
(0.75 inches in 
diameter) 

- 7/16/2013 
 

Hail penny-size hail 
(0.75 inches in 
diameter) 

- 8/20/2014 
 

  
Community Data to Utilize to Enhance Whole Community Resilience 

In order to prepare mitigation efforts that consider the whole community, jurisdiction-specific 
nuances must be understood, and key factors are highlighted below: (ACS 2017) 

Factors Number in Community 
Members of the community over 65 years old 2,911 
Members of the community under 18 years old 15,387 
Members of the community that identify as having disability status 2,288 
Members of the community that speak English less than "very well" 640  
Members of the community living below the poverty line 1,776  
The number of mobile homes in the community 75 
Members of the community without health insurance 2,404 
Occupied housing units with tenants without a vehicle 135 
Housing units without heating fuel 0 

Jurisdiction-Specific Hazards and Impacts 

Hazards that represent a county-wide risk are addressed in the Risk Assessment section of the 
2019 Salt Lake County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan Update. This section only 
addresses the hazards and their associated impacts that are relevant and unique to the 
municipality.  

Extreme Temperatures: While only a small percentage of the population, the community 65 
years and older are likely to face more health effects than the other residents. Riverton City has 
a higher annual temperature with some days reaching over 100F, which could cause stress on 
elderly individuals. 

Severe Weather: The Riverton Hospital is an Intermountain Healthcare facility, any weather 
event that affects power without properly planned back-up and mutual aid agreements with nearby 
hospitals could significantly impact the community. Additionally, while rare, events that require 
evacuation would need to be offered in multiple languages. Lastly, residents in mobile homes will 
need lead time to find shelter in the event of a severe wind event, which is not uncommon in the 
area. 

Flooding: Flooding in Riverton is typically the result of excessive snowmelt runoff and/or heavy 
rainfall. Snowmelt flooding is usually the result of the rapid melting of snowpack and occurs 
between April through June and occurs along the major existing streams and waterways. 
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Thunderstorms can produce high intensity, short-duration heavy rainfall that occurs over a 
relatively small area in the summer months. However, flooding can also occur from non-
thunderstorm rainfall events. The major waterways in Riverton include the Jordan River, Rose 
Creek, Midas Creek, South Jordan Canal, Salt Lake Canal, Utah Lake Distributing Canal, and the 
Jacob Welby Canal. The flows of the Jordan River from Utah Lake into Salt Lake County are 
controlled, and the flood potential is reduced upstream of the major Jordan River tributaries.  The 
Canals are permitted and controlled by Salt Lake County. 

Landslide and Slope Failure: Landslides and debris flows are most common in the foothills area 
west of 4800 West and along the bench above the Jordan River; however, there is no significant 
reported history of landslides in Riverton. 

Dam Failure: There are 3 dams located in Riverton and there is no record of dam failure incidents 
within Riverton.   These dams were built and are maintained by the Riverton City Water 
Department. The dams serve various functions such as flood control, water storage, and 
recreation.  Two dams are owned solely by the City and Black Ridge Reservoir is jointly owned 
with Herriman City.  It is the City’s responsibility to maintain these dams, and the state regulates 
its safety.  The dam safety hazard is classified as no threat to high risk by the State Engineer.  
Hazard ratings are determined by downstream uses; size, height and volume; and incremental 
risk/damage assessments. This classification is based upon the damage caused if the dam were 
to fail, not the dam’s probability of failure. Therefore, the classification of a high hazard dam does 
not mean that the dam has a high probability of failure.  Utah Division of Water Rights inspects 
high-hazard dams annually, moderate-hazard dams biennially, and low-hazard dams every five 
years (Living with Dams, UNHH 2008). 

Public Health Epidemic/Pandemic: Pandemics can spread throughout the county/region/state 
& beyond. Riverton has one hospital which would be a major concern in the event of a widespread 
pandemic. 

Drought: Due to the unpredictability of drought, it is difficult to identify the areas most threatened 
and to provide loss estimate values.  Utah is the second driest state in the nation.  Drought 
dramatically affects this area because of the lack of water for agriculture and industry, which limits 
economic activity, irrigation and culinary uses. The severity of the drought results in the depletion 
of agriculture lands and the deterioration of soils. In the Wasatch Front region, the risk of drought 
is high. 

Problem Soils: Riverton deals with expansive and collapsible soils.  These soils are usually found 
4 to 13 feet from the surface and have been identified during the development process in 
Geotechnical Reports.  Most of these types of soils are found between the Jordan River and 4800 
West.  
  



2019 Salt Lake County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan | Riverton City 

Hazard Profiles 
Earthquake 
Significant community assets with potential impacts by earthquake hazards were identified by the 
Planning Team and include: 

• Riverton Public Works Building (EOC) 
• Riverton Water Shop 
• Riverton City Hall 
• Water Tanks: Main Tank, High Tank & Garamandi Tank 
• Intermountain Health Care Riverton Hospital 
• UFA Fire Stations Located at: 12600 S 4150 W, 112662 S 300 W, and 13000 S 2700 W 
• Riverton High School 
• South Hills Middle School  
• Oquirrh Middle School  
• Riverton Elementary 
• Southland Elementary  
• Midas Creek Elementary  
• Rose Creek Elementary  
• Rosamond Elementary  
• Kauri Sue Hamilton School 

Flood 
Riverton floods are typically localized events running out of mountain canyons or highly developed 
areas of the City. Flooding in Riverton is typically the result of excessive snowmelt runoff and/or 
heavy rainfall. Urban areas are also prone to flooding because urban development such as 
buildings, streets, and parking lots prevent water infiltration into the soil and greatly increase 
runoff. Undersized piping, manmade drainage channels, or debris that obstructs passageways 
may further contribute to flooding. Flood damage includes saturation of land and property, 
erosion, deposition of mud and debris, and fast-flowing water. 

The major waterways in Riverton include the Jordan River, Rose Creek, Midas Creek, South 
Jordan Canal, Utah and Salt Lake Canal, Utah Lake Distributing Canal, and the Jacob Welby 
Canal. The flows of the Jordan River from Utah Lake into Salt Lake County are controlled and the 
flood potential is somewhat reduced upstream of the major Jordan River tributaries. The Canals 
are permitted and controlled by Salt Lake County. 

Canal breach: Although not a natural hazard, the floodwaters from a breached canal may behave 
similarly and cause similar types of damage to other flooding incidents. Riverton has irrigation 
canals that pass through the City including South Jordan Canal, Utah and Salt Lake Canal, Utah 
Lake Distributing Canal, and Welby Jacobs Canal. Most of these canals are trenched rather than 
built-up bank type structures. There are concerns with bank stability of the South Jordan Canal in 
the area of Lover's lane. The City is monitoring seepage and stability of the banks in this area. 
The City is also working with the South Valley Sewer District and the South Jordan Canal Co. to 
identify hazards and rectify concerns. 

Recent mitigation projects include the following: 



2019 Salt Lake County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan | Riverton City 

• Foothills Regional Detention Basin  
• Riverton Village Regional Detention Basin 
• 3600 West Regional Detention Basin and Outfall  
• Mountain View Regional Detention Basin and Outfall  
• Rose Creek Channel Reconstruction at 4000 West  
• Rose Creek Safety Project 
• Lampton View Storm Drain Project 

The following flood events are of notable significance: 

• 2010 Severe Thunderstorms resulting in the flooding of several homes; 2007 Severe 
Thunderstorms resulting in the flooding of several homes 

NFIP 

Riverton City has no repetitive loss claims due to flooding identified under the National Flood 
Insurance Program (NFIP). 

Landslide and Slope Failure 
Landslides and debris flows are possible in the foothills area west of 4800 West and along the 
bench above the Jordan River. 

History 

• There is no significant reported history of landslides in Riverton. 

Severe Weather  
Based on historical evidence, thunderstorms can strike anywhere in the region, mainly during the 
spring and summer months. Much of the valley’s development has occurred on old alluvial fans 
from the canyon mouths. During heavy rain events, water and debris collect on these same alluvial 
fans, damaging residential, commercial property and infrastructure. 

Canyon winds can bring wind gusts greater than 100 mph through the canyon mouths into the 
populated areas of the Wasatch Front. Winds are usually strongest near the mouths of canyons 
and have resulted in the loss of power and the inability to heat homes and businesses. Winds 
have also damaged roofs, destroyed and knocked down large trees and fences, overturned tractor 
trailers and railroad cars, and downed small airplanes. 

Every year, Riverton experiences various events related to severe weather. Most of these events 
are mitigated as a part of ongoing routine maintenance activities.  

Dam Failure 
 
There are 3 dams located in Riverton. These dams were built and are maintained by the Riverton 
City Water Department and serve various functions such as flood control, water storage, and 
recreation. Two dams are owned solely by the City and Black Ridge Reservoir is jointly owned 
with Herriman City. It is the City’s responsibility to maintain these dams, and the state regulates 
its safety. The dam safety hazard is classified as no threat to high risk by the State Engineer. 
Hazard ratings are determined by downstream uses; size, height and volume; and incremental 
risk/damage assessments. This classification is based upon the damage caused if the dam were 
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to fail, not the dam’s probability of failure. Therefore, the classification of a high hazard dam does 
not mean that the dam has a high probability of failure.  Utah Division of Water Rights inspects 
high--‐ hazard dams annually, moderate--‐hazard dams biennially, and low--‐hazard dams every five 
years (Living with Dams, UNHH 2008). 

Dam Name Rating 

Riverton City – 3200 West Pond High 

Riverton City – 4200 West Pond High 

Riverton City – Black Ridge 
Reservoir 

High 

 

A Standard Operation Procedures and Emergency Action Plan has been developed for the 3200 
West and 4200 West Irrigation Ponds. Copies of these plans are located at the Riverton City 
Water Shop located at 3323 Sanborn Drive and the Riverton City Public Works Building located 
at 12526 South 4150 West. 

For the Black Ridge Reservoir, there is an Operation Plan entitled “Riverton City/ Herriman City 
Black Ridge Reservoir Standard Operating Procedures and Emergency Action Plan”. Copies of 
the plan can be found at the following locations: 

• Riverton City Public Works Building located at 12526 South 4150 West Riverton City 
Water Shop located at 3323 Sanborn Drive 

• Riverton City Hall (City Manager’s Office) located at 12830 South Redwood Rd 

History 

• There is no record of dam failure incidents within Riverton. 
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Map: Dam Inundation Areas 
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Public Health Epidemic/Pandemic 
Individuals, families, employers and communities will all experience difficulties dealing with 
community mitigation measures. Many problems will come from having children dismissed from 
schools and childcare programs. There are 15,387children less than 18 years old and likely 
enrolled in school in Riverton City. Secondary disruptions would occur for parents who would 
need to balance working with tending their children. Tertiary disruptions would occur for 
employers with absent employees that must stay home to care for children and could potentially 
result in workplaces closing or reducing operations and limiting the availability of essential 
services. Additionally, 2,911 individuals are 65 years of age and would likely be more susceptible 
to adverse health effects from a pandemic. 

Drought 
Utah is the second driest state in the nation. Drought dramatically affects this area because of the 
lack of water for agriculture and industry, which limits economic activity, irrigation and culinary 
uses. The severity of the drought results in the depletion of agriculture lands and deterioration of 
soils. In the Wasatch Front region, the risk of drought is high. 

 

Radon 
Radon gas can be found in most Utah homes. The gas comes from the small particles of uranium 
in rocks and soil, which decay, to radium. In turn, the radium breaks down further into radon. As 
the radon moves up through the ground, it can enter a home through cracks and gaps in walls 
and floors if not properly vented.  

Hazard Risk Ranking 

Hazard Event Probability Factor Sum of Weighted 
Impact Factors 

Total (Probability 
x Impact) 

Earthquake 2 30 60 
Severe Winter Weather 3 16 48 
Severe Weather 3 15 45 
Public Health 
Epidemic/ Pandemic 2 21 42 

Flooding 2 16 32 
Cyber Attack 2 14 28 
Hazardous Materials 
Incident 2 14 28 

Drought 2 14 28 
Radon 3 9 27 
Terrorism 1 25 25 
Dam Failure 1 22 22 
Wildfire 2 10 20 
Landslide and Slope 
Failure 2 9 18 
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Tornado 1 11 11 
Civil Disturbance 1 8 8 
Avalanche 1 0 0 

 

Mitigation Strategies and Actions 

2019 Mitigation Strategies Progress & Summary 

The heart of the mitigation plan is the mitigation strategy, which serves as the long-term blueprint 
for reducing the potential losses identified in the risk assessment. The mitigation strategy 
describes how the community will accomplish the overall purpose, or mission, of the planning 
process. In this section, mitigation actions/projects were updated/amended, identified, evaluated, 
and prioritized. This section is organized as follows: 

• New Mitigation Actions - New actions identified during this 2019 update process 
• Ongoing Mitigation Actions - Ongoing actions with no definitive end or that are still in 

progress. During the 2019 update, these "ongoing" mitigation actions and projects were 
modified and/or amended, as needed. 

• Completed Mitigation Actions - An archive of all identified and completed projects, 
including completed actions since 2014. 
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Mitigation Table - New Actions 
Action Year 

Initiated 
Goal/Objective Hazard(s) Agency 

Lead 
Supporting 
Agency(ies) 

Benefit Cost Funding 
Source 

Priority Timeframe Comments 

Bury the 
canal and 
install piping 
and lining to 
open the 
canal 

2019 • Goal 1: Protect the 
lives, health, and 
safety of the 
citizens of Salt 
Lake County 
before, during, and 
after a disaster. 

• Goal 2: Protect and 
eliminate and/or 
reduce damages 
and disruptions to 
critical facilities, 
structures, and 
infrastructure 
during disasters. 

Flood (Riverine 
and Urban/Flash 
Flooding) 

Public 
Works 

Riverton City 
EM 

High High Grants or 
Local 
Funding 

High Long-term The Eastside Canal 
(1300W) and South 
Jordan Canal 
(primarily southeast 
portion by the new 
development are 
prone to flooding. 
This project would 
strength the structural 
integrity of the canals. 

Augment the 
bridges and 
canals to 
increase 
stormwater 
capacity 

2019 • Goal 1: Protect the 
lives, health, and 
safety of the 
citizens of Salt 
Lake County 
before, during, and 
after a disaster. 

• Goal 2: Protect and 
eliminate and/or 
reduce damages 
and disruptions to 
critical facilities, 
structures, and 
infrastructure 
during disasters. 

All-Hazards, 
primarily 
Flood (Riverine 
and Urban/Flash 
Flooding) 

Public 
Works 

Riverton City 
EM 

High High Grants or 
Local 
Funding 

High Long-term This project would 
ensure the bridges 
can be utilized by first 
responders during an 
emergency event and 
the bridges would not 
be flooded. 

Increase 
stormwater 
culvert and 
collection 
area 

2019 • Goal 1: Protect the 
lives, health, and 
safety of the 
citizens of Salt 
Lake County 
before, during, and 
after a disaster. 

Flood 
(Urban/Flash 
Flooding) 

Public 
Works 

Riverton City 
EM 

Medium High HMA/PDM 
Grant or 
other 
federal 
funds 

Medium Long-term   
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• Goal 2: Protect and 
eliminate and/or 
reduce damages 
and disruptions to 
critical facilities, 
structures, and 
infrastructure 
during disasters. 

 

Mitigation Table - Ongoing Actions 
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Establish Post-Disaster 
Action Plan for City 
Continuity of Operations 
Plan 

2014 Goal 5 
Ensure and promote 
ways to increase 
government and 
private sector 
continuity of services 
during and after a 
disaster. 

All-
Hazards 

Riverton 
Emergency 
Management 

 High Medium HMA and 
County 
and state 
funds 

High Ongoing  Each City Department has been 
given the assignment to write SOP’s 
for their day to day operations.  
These procedures are shared 
between departments and 
employees are being cross-trained 
in these procedures. 

Train and Certify City 
Inspectors to Conduct 
Post-Disaster Damage 
Assessment 

2014 Goal 1 
Protect the lives, 
health, and safety of 
the citizens of Salt 
Lake County before, 
during, and after a 
disaster.  

All-
Hazards 

Public Works 
and Riverton 
Emergency 
Management 

High Medium General 
funds, 
HMA, 
and other 
County 
grants 

High Ongoing In the event of an emergency where 
structural damage has been 
encountered, the Engineers, 
Building Inspectors, and Public 
Works inspectors will be paired to 
assess the stability and safety of the 
structure.  Two Engineers have 
been trained in damage 
assessment.  Over the next two 
years, the City will pursue and train 
the remainder of our assessment 
teams. 

Train Personnel 
on emergency plans 
and SOP’s 

2014 Goal 6 
Advocate, support, 
and promote the 
continued 
coordination and 

All-
Hazards 

Riverton 
Emergency 
Management 

 High Low Local 
funds 

High Ongoing Riverton City has multiple 
emergency plans and SOP’s as it 
relates to Dam’s, Severe Weather, 
and Flooding.  The plans are only 
familiar to a few City 
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integration of disaster 
planning efforts 
throughout the 
County. 

Supervisors.  The City will 
familiarize, train, and cross-train all 
maintenance and field personal in 
the emergency operation of these 
plans. 

Conduct Training and 
awareness activities on 
communication 
equipment, tools, and 
systems 

2009 1 – Improve and 
maintain 
communications 
capabilities for 
emergency 
operations 
1.1 – Improve 
communication 
capabilities 

All-
Hazards 

Riverton 
Emergency 
Management 

Medium Low General Medium Ongoing Riverton City continues to participate 
in training and exercises designed to 
practice using communication tools 
and equipment 

Examine current data 
availability and sharing 
capabilities, evaluate 
needs, and identify 
shortcomings 

2009 2 – Improve 
awareness and 
analysis of hazards 
2.1 – Improved 
Quality and Access to 
digital geographic 
(GIS) hazards data 

All-
Hazards 

Riverton 
Emergency 
Management 
and GIS 

 Medium Low General Medium Ongoing Riverton city GIS personnel actively 
participate in several coordinating 
groups that address issues 
associated with geographic data 

Assess critical facilities 
for hazard exposure, 
structural weaknesses, 
power, communications 
and equipment 
resources and 
redundancy, and 
adequate emergency 
procedures 

2009 3 – Ensure critical 
facilities can sustain 
operations for 
emergency response 
and recovery 
3.1 – Prevent 
damage to critical 
facilities and 
infrastructure 

All-
Hazards 

Public Works Medium Medium Local and 
HMA 

Medium Ongoing Riverton City continues to inspect  

Provide education 
regarding all-natural 
hazards through live 
trainings, as well as 
web-based, print and 
broadcast media 

2009   
5 – Increase citizen 
safety through 
improved hazard 
awareness 
5.1 – establish a 
comprehensive public 
education program 

All-
Hazards 

Riverton 
Emergency 
Management 

Medium Low Local Medium Ongoing Riverton City attends and 
participates in community-based 
trainings 
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Utilize maps and similar 
products on County EM 
website and other 
media to educate public 
on areas at risk to 
hazards 

2009   
5 – Increase citizen 
safety through 
improved hazard 
awareness 
5.1 – establish a 
comprehensive public 
education program 

All-
Hazards 

Riverton 
Emergency 
Management 
and GIS 

 Medium Low Local Medium Ongoing   
Riverton City personnel are working 
to compile a make available hazard 
maps to help educate the public on 
potential hazards in the city 

Coordinate with existing 
public education 
programs such as the 
American Red Cross, 
Utah Living with Fire, be 
Ready Utah, the 
National Weather 
Service, etc. 

2009   
5 – Increase citizen 
safety through 
improved hazard 
awareness 
5.1 – establish a 
comprehensive public 
education program 

All-
Hazards 

Riverton 
Emergency 
Management 

 High Low Local High Ongoing Riverton City educates the 
community by using programs such 
as Be Ready Utah to help educate 
the community during a variety of 
events 

Emergency Managers 
will coordinate with local 
water districts/public 
utilities to support 
ongoing conservation 
efforts 

2009 1 – Reduce and 
prevent hardships 
associated with water 
shortages 
1.1 – Limit 
unnecessary 
consumption of water 
throughout the 
County 

Drought Riverton 
Emergency 
Management 

 Medium Low Local Medium Ongoing   
Riverton City continues to educate 
citizens concerning water 
consumption 

Provide information on 
landscaping alternatives 
for persons subject to 
green area 
requirements 

2009 1 – Reduce and 
prevent hardships 
associated with water 
shortages 
1.1 – Limit 
unnecessary 
consumption of water 
throughout the 
County 

Drought Riverton 
Emergency 
Management 

Medium Low Local Medium Ongoing Through social media, monthly 
newsletters Riverton City educates 
and offers information to citizens 
concerning water consumption 

Identify structures at risk 
to earthquake damage 

2009  
1 – Reduce 
earthquakes losses to 
infrastructure 
1.1 – Encourage 

Earthquake GIS, Fire, and 
Emergency 
Management 

Medium Medium Local Medium Ongoing   
Riverton City is working with GIS, 
Fire, Emergency Management on a 
Risk Management plan, on a risk 
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retrofit and 
rehabilitation of highly 
susceptible 
infrastructure 

management plan to evaluate their 
level of risk, 

Determine potential 
flood impacts and 
identify areas in need of 
additional flood control 
structures 

2009   
1 – Protection of life 
and property before, 
during and after a 
flooding event 
1.2 – Encourage 
appropriate flood 
control measures, 
particularly in new 
developments 

Flooding City Engineer 
and Public 
Works 

Medium Medium Local Medium Ongoing The City Engineer and Public Works 
Director regularly review the impact 
of development and the need for 
flood control infrastructure and make 
recommendations as needed. 

Address identified 
problems through 
construction of debris 
basins, flood retention 
ponds, energy 
dissipaters or other 
flood control structures 

2009 1 – Protection of life 
and property before, 
during and after a 
flooding event 
1.2 – Encourage 
appropriate flood 
control measures, 
particularly in new 
developments 

Flooding City Engineer 
and Public 
Works 

Medium High Local, 
state, and 
federal, 
such as 
HMA 

Medium Ongoing The City Engineer and Public Works 
Director oversee the construction of 
flood control structures 

Establish maintenance 
and repair programs to 
remove debris, improve 
resistance and 
otherwise maintain the 
effectiveness of 
stormwater and flood 
control systems 

2009 1 – Protection of life 
and property before, 
during and after a 
flooding event 
1.3 – Provide 
maintenance, repairs, 
and improvements to 
drainage structures, 
stormwater systems 
and flood control 
structures 

Flooding City Engineer 
and Public 
Works 

High High Local, 
state, and 
federal, 
such as 
HMA 

High Ongoing The Stormwater Division of the 
Public Works Department continues 
to maintain and repair all drainage 
systems in the City. 

Identify and assess 
structures for 
deficiencies 

2009 2 – Reduce threat of 
unstable or 
inadequate flood 
control structures 
2.1 – Reduce 

Flooding City Engineer 
and Public 
Works 

Medium Medium Local Medium Ongoing The City Engineering Division in 
cooperation with the Public Works 
Department regularly review and 
inspect City owned infrastructure 
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potential for failure of 
flood control 
structures 

and make recommendations as 
needed 

Modify structures as 
needed to address 
deficiencies 

2009 2 – Reduce threat of 
unstable or 
inadequate flood 
control structures 
2.1 – Reduce 
potential for failure of 
flood control 
structures 

Flooding City Engineer 
and Public 
Works 

 High High Local, 
state, and 
federal, 
such as 
HMA 

High Ongoing The City Engineering Division in 
cooperation with the Public Works 
Department make repairs as needed 
to deficient structures 

 
Mitigation Table – Completed and Removed Actions 
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Setup and Operate 
City Emergency 
Operations 
Centers 

2014 Goal 1 
Protect the lives, health, 
and safety of the citizens 
of Salt Lake County 
before, during, and after 
a disaster.  

All-
Hazards 

Riverton 
Emergency 
Management 

High High HMA and 
other 
federal 
grants 

High Complete The City built a new Public Works 
Facility to house the City EOC.  The 
Building was built with various training, 
conference, and meeting rooms to 
house the various branches of the 
operation center.  The facility has a 
1400 AMP generator and has multiple 
outbuildings, which can be used for 
various purposes during an 
emergency.   

Update and 
Enhance Riverton 
City 
Communications 
Plans 

2014 Goal 3 
Enhance and protect the 
communication and 
warning/notification 
systems in the County. 

All-
Hazards 

Communications High Medium General 
funds and 
additional 
grants 

High Complete  In July of 2014, Riverton hired a full-
time media and communications 
expert.  One of the responsibilities of 
this position is to set up and provide 
multiple modes of communication for 
public outreach in the event of an 
emergency. 
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Complete City 
Culinary Water 
System Mapping 
and Models 

2014 Goal 6 
Advocate, support, and 
promote the continued 
coordination and 
integration of disaster 
planning efforts 
throughout the County.  

Flooding 
and 
Drought 

Public Works and 
Water Resources 
Engineer 

High High Local, 
state, and 
federal 
funds such 
as HMA 

High Complete A great concern of the City is the 
protection of the Water 
System.  March 2014 the City move 
the responsibility of all engineering 
related to the water system to the 
Public Works Department.  July 2014, 
the City hired a Water Resources 
Engineer and began the process of 
updating the model and mapping the 
City Network.   

Complete Critical 
Storm Drain 
Facilities 

2014 Goal 1 
Protect the lives, health, 
and safety of the citizens 
of Salt Lake County 
before, during, and after 
a disaster.  

Flooding Public Works High High Local, 
state, and 
federal 
funds such 
as HMA 

High Complete In 2011 Riverton hired a consultant to 
conduct a study a region of the City 
prone to flooding and property 
damage.  This study was completed 
along with other studies conducted by 
the Engineering Division.  From these 
studies, a list of capital improvement 
projects and procedures was 
generated and prioritized.  These 
projects were placed on a 5 to 7-year 
project list which is being funded by 
the Stormwater Utility.   

Implement a GPS 
Tracking System 
on City 
Maintenance 
Vehicles 

2014 Goal 2  
Protect and eliminate 
and/or reduce damages 
and disruptions to critical 
facilities, structures, and 
infrastructure during 
disasters. 

All-
Hazards 

Riverton 
Emergency 
Management 

Medium High General 
funds, 
state and 
federal 
grants 

Low Complete  In the event of emergency tracking 
resources and personnel is 
essential.  The City has implemented a 
program to install real-time GPS 
tracking on its vehicles.   

 

Category Year 
Initiated 

Goal/Objective Action Status Comments 

      
All-Hazards 2009 4 – Improve response capabilities 

through mutual-aid agreements 
4.1 – Utilize mutual-aid 
agreements in accordance with 

1 – Compile inventory of mutual-
aid agreements and memoranda 
of understanding (MOU) and 
identify deficiencies 

Completed Riverton has formal agreements for Police, 
Fire, and water. 
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National Incident Management 
System (NIMS) requirements 

Drought 2009 1 – Reduce and prevent hardships 
associated with water shortages 
1.1 – Limit unnecessary 
consumption of water throughout 
the County 

1 – Set up livestock water rotation 
in areas of agricultural use 

Removed This is not applicable to Riverton City 

Drought 2009 1 – Reduce and prevent hardships 
associated with water shortages 
1.3 – Encourage development of 
secondary water systems 

1 – Coordinate with water districts 
to plan for, develop and/or expand 
secondary water 

Completed Riverton City has a secondary water system 
throughout the city 

Earthquake 2009 1 – Reduce earthquakes losses to 
infrastructure 
1.1 – Encourage retrofit and 
rehabilitation of highly susceptible 
infrastructure 

2 – Research feasibility of an 
incentive program for retrofitting 
privately-owned buildings, 
particularly unreinforced masonry 

Removed Riverton City does not have funding to 
support this type of program.  Riverton does 
not intend to move this activity forward due 
to the limited number of URM structures in 
the community. 

Earthquake 2009 1 – Reduce earthquakes losses to 
infrastructure 
1.2 – Improve public education 
regarding earthquake risks to 
unreinforced masonry buildings 

1 – Provide educational materials 
to unreinforced masonry home 
and business owners 

Removed There are very few URM homes and 
businesses located in Riverton that would 
make this activity cost-effective for the City 
to engage in.  Riverton City support county-
level efforts to share this type of information 

Earthquake 2009 1 – Reduce earthquakes losses to 
infrastructure 
1.3 – Improve Seismic Hazard 
understanding and seismic 
resistance of CUWCD Red Butte 
Dam in Salt Lake County. 

1 – Procure Engineering 
Consultant to perform the 
nonstructural design and 
geotechnical assessment and 
review. 

Removed Not applicable to Riverton City 

Flooding 2009 1 – Protection of life and property 
before, during and after a flooding 
event 
1.1 – Provide 100% availability of 
the National Flood Insurance 
Program 

1 – Assist Cities with NFIP 
application 

Removed While active in the NFIP, this mitigation 
action is no longer needed. 

Flooding 2009 1 – Protection of life and property 
before, during and after a flooding 
event 
1.1 – Provide 100% availability of 
the National Flood Insurance 
Program 

2 – Encourage Communities to 
actively participate in NFIP 

Removed While active in the NFIP, this mitigation 
action is no longer needed. 

Severe 
Weather 

2009 1 – Reduce threat of loss of life or 
property due to extreme weather 
events 
1.1 – Maintain status as a 
StormReady Community 

1 – Maintain Hazardous Weather 
Operations Plan according to 
StormReady requirements 

Removed Riverton City does not have a Weather 
Operations Plan and does not participate in 
the Storm Ready Program,  This is a Salt 
Lake County-level program 
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Severe 
Weather 

2009 1 – Reduce threat of loss of life or 
property due to extreme weather 
events 
1.1 – Maintain status as a 
StormReady Community 

2 – Maintain Contact with NWS 
prior to re-application in 2010 

Removed Riverton City does not have a Weather 
Operations Plan and does not participate in 
the Storm Ready Program,  This is a Salt 
Lake County-level program 

Severe 
Weather 

2009 1 – Reduce threat of loss of life or 
property due to extreme weather 
events 
1.4 – Examine the vulnerability of 
patrons at large event venues to 
extreme weather events 

1 – Work with NWS to develop 
large event venue weather safety 
and evacuation procedures 

Removed Riverton City has not developed a large 
event venue weather safety plan and/or 
evacuation procedures with the NWS 

Slope 
Failure 

2009 1 – Reduce or eliminate the threat 
of slope failure damage 
1.1 – Reduce the threat of slope 
failures following wildfires 

1 – Develop protocol for working 
with State and Federal agencies 
in reducing the impact of post-fire 
debris flow hazard 

Removed This is a very low probability event for the 
City and not applicable 

Slope 
Failure 

2009 1 – Reduce or eliminate the threat 
of slope failure damage 
1.1 – Reduce the threat of slope 
failures following wildfires 

1 – Coordinate with the Utah 
Geological Survey and other 
agencies to understand current 
slope failure threats/potential 

Removed This is a very low probability event for the 
City and not applicable 

Wildland 
Fire 

2009 1 – Community education on 
wildfire hazard 
1.1 – Reduce risk from wildfire 
through education programs 

1 – Increase public awareness 
through “Firewise” program 

Removed Ended program due to very low probability 
in Riverton City and not applicable 

Wildland 
Fire 

2009 1 – Community education on 
wildfire hazard 
1.1 – Reduce risk from wildfire 
through education programs 

2 – Educate homeowners on the 
need to create defensible space 
near structures in WUI 

Removed Ended program due to very low probability 
in Riverton City and not applicable 

Wildland 
Fire 

2009 2 – Improve safety from wildfire 
hazards through planning, 
protective actions and improved 
fire response capabilities 
2.1 – Assist homeowners with 
creating defensible space near 
structures in WUI areas 

1 – Designate and promote 
county-wide annual initiative for 
clearing fuels 

Removed Not considered a threat to Riverton City 

Wildland 
Fire 

2009 2 – Improve safety from wildfire 
hazards through planning, 
protective actions and improved 
fire response capabilities 
2.1 – Assist homeowners with 
creating defensible space near 
structures in WUI areas 

2 – Provide waste removal, such 
as chipping of green waste by 
public works, following designated 
fuel clearing day/week 

Removed Not considered a threat to Riverton City 

Wildland 
Fire 

2009 2 – Improve safety from wildfire 
hazards through planning, 

1 – Work with experts and 
communities to develop or update 
evacuation plans 

Removed Not considered a threat to Riverton City 
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protective actions and improved 
fire response capabilities 
2.2 – Improve evacuation 
capabilities for WUI areas 

Wildland 
Fire 

2009 2 – Improve safety from wildfire 
hazards through planning, 
protective actions and improved 
fire response capabilities 
2.2 – Improve evacuation 
capabilities for WUI areas 

2 – Evaluate transportation 
network and address needed 
improvements to facilitate 
evacuation and emergency 
response 

Removed Not considered a threat to Riverton City 

Wildland 
Fire 

2009 2 – Improve safety from wildfire 
hazards through planning, 
protective actions and improved 
fire response capabilities 
2.3 – Improve addressing system 
in WUI areas to facilitate 
emergency response 

1 – Identify all facilities, 
businesses, and residences, 
particularly in the canyons, and 
assign addresses according to 
current county addressing 
standards 

Removed Not considered a threat to Riverton City 

Wildland 
Fire 

2009 2 – Improve safety from wildfire 
hazards through planning, 
protective actions and improved 
fire response capabilities 
2.3 – Improve addressing system 
in WUI areas to facilitate 
emergency response 

2 – Incorporate improved 
addresses in fire-dispatch and 
other databases 

Removed Not considered a threat to Riverton City 

Wildland 
Fire 

2009 2 – Improve safety from wildfire 
hazards through planning, 
protective actions and improved 
fire response capabilities 
2.4 – Complete wildfire protection 
projects 

1 – Reduce fuels around publicly 
owned structures 

Removed Not considered a threat to Riverton City 

Wildland 
Fire 

2009 2 – Improve safety from wildfire 
hazards through planning, 
protective actions and improved 
fire response capabilities 
2.4 – Complete wildfire protection 
projects 

2 – Implement fire breaks and 
other protective measures 

Removed Not considered a threat to Riverton City 

Wildland 
Fire 

2009 2 – Improve safety from wildfire 
hazards through planning, 
protective actions and improved 
fire response capabilities 
2.4 – Complete wildfire protection 
projects 

4 – Assist communities in 
developing Community Wildfire 
Protection Plans or similar plans 

Removed Not considered a threat to Riverton City 
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All Hazards 2009 1 – Improve and maintain 
communications capabilities for 
emergency operations 
1.1 – Improve communication 
capabilities 

3 – Establish agreements to share 
communications equipment 
between agencies involved in 
emergency operations 

Complete  

All Hazards 2009 1 – Improve and maintain 
communications capabilities for 
emergency operations 
1.3 – Conduct communications 
Strategic Planning 

1 – Establish a coordinating group 
to address long-term 
communication needs and 
implementation strategies 

Complete  

All Hazards 2009 1 – Improve and maintain 
communications capabilities for 
emergency operations 
1.1 – Improve communication 
capabilities 

Establish agreements to share 
communications equipment 
between agencies involved in 
emergency operations 

Removed No formal agreements exist to share 
communications equipment can be shared 
as part of other mutual aid agreements that 
are in place 
 

All Hazards 2009 1 – Improve and maintain 
communications capabilities for 
emergency operations 
1.2 – Maintain communications 
capabilities for critical facilities 

Establish redundancy for dispatch 
centers and other critical 
communications 
 
 

Removed Riverton City relies on the Valley 
Communications Center (VECC) for 
dispatch services.  They coordinate with 
other PSAPS to provide redundancy 
 
 

All Hazards 2009 1 – Improve and maintain 
communications capabilities for 
emergency operations 
1.3 – Conduct communications 
Strategic Planning 

Acquire, upgrade, and/or integrate 
communications equipment and 
systems as determined by 
coordinating group 
 

Completed Riverton City recently received a new 800 
mg license and purchased upgraded radios 
to assist with communications 

All Hazards 2009 1 – Improve and maintain 
communications capabilities for 
emergency operations 
1.3 – Conduct communications 
Strategic Planning 

1 – Establish a coordinating group 
to address long-term 
communication needs and 
implementation strategies 

Complete  

All Hazards 2009 2 – Improve awareness and 
analysis of hazards 
2.1 – Improved Quality and 
Access to digital geographic (GIS) 
hazards data 

4 – Provide centralized access to 
geographic data to emergency 
planners and responders 

Complete  

Severe 
Weather 

2009 1 – Reduce threat of loss of life or 
property due to extreme weather 
events 
1.2 – Increase awareness of 
information services provided by 
NWS 

Assist NWS in making other 
agencies and departments aware 
of available resources 
 
 

Complete Riverton City supports the NWS efforts for 
education and outreach and makes internal 
departments aware of NWS resources 
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Slope 
Failure 

2009 1 – Utilize recommendations 
provided by the State Geological 
Hazards Working Group to 
address land-use and planning for 
new developments 

Reduce or eliminate the threat of 
slope failure damage and address 
landslide hazards in new sub-
divisions 

Complete Riverton City Engineering and planning 
reviews recommendations as provided 
pertaining to development within the city 

Wildland 
Fire 

2009 2 – Improve safety from wildfire 
hazards through planning, 
protective actions and improved 
fire response capabilities 
2.4 – Complete wildfire protection 
projects 

Assess existing water flow 
capabilities, both public and 
private, and address deficiencies 

Complete The Riverton City water system meets and 
or exceeds requirements for providing water 
flow for firefighting purposes in the City 

All-Hazards 2009 4 – Improve response capabilities 
through mutual-aid agreements 
4.1 – Utilize mutual-aid 
agreements in accordance with 
the National Incident Management 
System (NIMS) requirements 

Pursue and implement needed 
mutual-aid agreements 
 

Complete Riverton City is working with outside 
agencies for Mutual-aid agreements  

All-Hazards 2009 2 – Improve awareness and 
analysis of hazards 
2.2 – Improve and expand hazard 
monitoring capabilities 

Identify and implement additional 
hazard monitoring capabilities. 

Complete Riverton City continues to implement 
monitoring capabilities by increasing is data 
base to allow texting, and other types of 
social media 

All-Hazards 2009 5 – Increase citizen safety through 
improved hazard awareness 
5.1 – establish a comprehensive 
public education program 

Incorporate information about the 
cascading effects of hazards in 
education programs 
 
 

Complete Riverton City attends and participates in 
training and community outreach programs. 
 
 

All-Hazards 2009 5 – Increase citizen safety through 
improved hazard awareness 
5.1 – establish a comprehensive 
public education program 

Develop education programs to 
target specific groups including 
homeowners, developers, schools 
and people with special needs 
 
 

Complete  Riverton City education programs are 
customizable for all kinds of groups and 
available to all members of the community 
 
 

All-Hazards 2009 6 – Improve public safety through 
preventative regulations 
6.1 – Minimize hazard impacts 
through the adoption of 
appropriate prevention measures 

Establish and enforce appropriate 
planning, zoning, and building 
code ordinances 

Complete Riverton City enforces all current ordinance 
and building codes including ordinances like 
our Flood Damage Prevention and Land 
Disturbance ordinances 
 
 

All-Hazards 2009 6 – Improve public safety through 
preventative regulations 
6.1 – Minimize hazard impacts 
through the adoption of 
appropriate prevention measures 

Ensure current hazard ordinances 
are available for viewing online 
 
 

Complete Riverton City continues to update and make 
available to the public through social media 
all changes and improvements to 
ordinances and codes 
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Drought 
 
 

2009 1 – Reduce and prevent hardships 
associated with water shortages 
1.1 – Limit unnecessary 
consumption of water throughout 
the County 

Continue to encourage water 
conservation utilizing and 
promoting outreach material from 
all water districts in the County 
 
 

Complete Riverton City continues to educate and 
remind the importance of conservation with 
both culinary and secondary water systems 

Drought 
 
 

2009 1 – Reduce and prevent hardships 
associated with water shortages 
1.1 – Limit unnecessary 
consumption of water throughout 
the County 

Implement water-saving devices 
and practices in public facilities 
 

Complete Riverton City has installed a secondary 
water system throughout the city and is 
available to all residents.  90% of city parks 
are watered with secondary water 
 

Drought 
 
 

2009 1 – Reduce and prevent hardships 
associated with water shortages 
1.1 – Limit unnecessary 
consumption of water throughout 
the County 

Repair, maintain and improve 
water distribution infrastructure to 
prevent loss from leakage, breaks, 
etc. 
 

Complete Riverton City responds immediately to water 
breaks and leaks. Water department 
performs regular inspections of water 
system leaks as well as theft of services. 
 

Drought 
 
 

2009 1 – Reduce and prevent hardships 
associated with water shortages 
1.1 – Limit unnecessary 
consumption of water throughout 
the County 

Coordinate public safety water 
use, such as hydrant testing 
 

Complete Riverton City coordinates all water use, 
including the testing of hydrants in 
partnership with the fire department 
 

Severe 
Weather 

2009 1 – Reduce threat of loss of life or 
property due to extreme weather 
events 
1.2 – Increase awareness of 
information services provided by 
NWS 

Meet with NWS representative on 
an annual basis to receive 
information on new services and 
alerts available 
 
 

Complete Riverton City participates in briefings 
provided by NWS 
 
 

Severe 
Weather 
 
 

2009 1 – Reduce threat of loss of life or 
property due to extreme weather 
events 
1.2 – Increase awareness of 
information services provided by 
NWS 

Assist NWS in making other 
agencies and departments aware 
of available resources 
 
 

Complete Riverton City supports the NWS efforts for 
education and outreach and makes internal 
departments aware of NWS resources 
 
 

Slope 
Failure 

2009 1 – Utilize recommendations 
provided by the State Geological 
Hazards Working Group to 
address land-use and planning for 
new developments 

Reduce or eliminate the threat of 
slope failure damage and address 
landslide hazards in new sub-
divisions 

Complete Riverton City Engineering and planning 
reviews recommendations as provided 
pertaining to development within the city 

Wildland 
Fire 

2009 2 – Improve safety from wildfire 
hazards through planning, 
protective actions and improved 
fire response capabilities 
2.4 – Complete wildfire protection 
projects 

Assess existing water flow 
capabilities, both public and 
private, and address deficiencies 
 
 

Complete  The Riverton City water system meets and 
or exceeds requirements for providing water 
flow for firefighting purposes in the City 
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Jurisdiction Maps 
Map: 100 Year and 500 Year Flood Zone 

 
 

 

Map: 100 Year and 500 Year Flood Zone with Critical Facilities 
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Map: Wildfire Threat Level 
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Map: Wildfire Threat Level with Critical Facilities 
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Map: Radon 
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Map: Radon with Critical Facilities 
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